Part of Article published in Al Ahram newspaper by Dr. Zahi Hawass
“Cheops.. Was a king for 32 years” July 7, 2007

A new theory has emerged and received a considerable publicity — A French company
specialized in aircraft design has adopted an idea that internal sloped berms exist inside the
pyramid and that the ancient Egyptians had used these berms to transport stones.

The theory had been made by Mr. Jean-Pierre Houdin who published his ideas in a book,
asking me to write its introduction. | pointed out in the introduction that there were
thousands of new theories about the methods of building the pyramid. The most significant
issue is that we have found within Giza Area, new proofs concerning the method of building
the pyramid and that these are not just ideas for discussion but rely on real existing
findings. This criteria was published in many scientific magazines and also in my book
“The miracle of the great pyramids”. The first discovery was the site of the Quarry from
which the stones were brought, located in the southern corner of Cheops pyramid and to the
east of king Kafren pyramid. The workers had been able to transport all the stones, used
for construction of the pyramid, each weighing half to two tons. Regarding stones lining of
the pyramids , it should be noted that part of them exists on top of the second pyramid and
this is a proof to be considered. They were brought from the Royal quarries in Tora,
transported across the River Nile, then through a canal, to the port existed in front of King
Cheops pyramids group. The remain of the port had been discovered nearby Nazlet El
Semman in the Pyramid area.

We have made excavations in the southern side of the pyramid to discover the remains of
the upward road used for transporting stones, especially that some scientists believed the
road was directly connecting the quarry with the southern corner. This procedure was
difficult to execute since as the pyramid goes higher, the road must be extended to allow for
transporting the stones. The remains of the road was discovered, and a large portion of it
existed in the north side of the asphalt road located to the south of Cheops pyramid.

Other parts were found to the south of the asphalt road. It was proven that the stones were
transported from the quarries located south of the pyramid, to the western southern side
through this road. In this case the inclination of the upward road would remain constant
during (the period) of pyramid construction. This procedure may explain the fact that there
were no Queens pyramids in the southern side as the case in the most of old kingdom
pyramids where side pyramids were found to the south of any pyramid: The Work for
construction of internal tunnels to a side pyramid had actually been started but not
completed due to the selection of the quarries to the south of the pyramids sites.

The last discovery related to construction of Cheops pyramid is concerned with the base of
the pyramid as scientists had decided that the base of any Egyptian pyramid would be a
formation of the rocky plateau. King Cheops engineer had made use of a 9m height rocky
base in stead of building a base with small height. This is clear in the southern part of the
pyramid. The fact was unclear to those who estimated the number of the Pyramid stones as
2300000. The number was re-calculated and estimated as not exceeding two millions.
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The last point is concerned with the period of construction of the pyramid. Tourin papyrus
in modern kingdom stated that King Cheops ruled Egypt for about 23 years. A new
discovery recently made in the Western desert proved that the King Cheops ruled Egypt for
30-32 years.

| have pointed out in the introduction to Jean-Pierre Houdin book’s all these new facts and
added that New ideas must be subject to Scientists discussion.

Accordingly, | have formed a new committee consisting of the writer of this article,
Dr. Raynes Shtadlman and Dr. Mark liner who are specialized in Egyptian pyramids to
discuss this new idea.

At the end, we have discussed the new theory stating that the pyramid was build through

sloped berms. The discussion will be tackled in my future article from a scientific point of
view .
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